In the days of the 7")m (Bible) there was a skin disease known as "ny1y." nyay is a
condition where white or light-colored spots appear on the body. Someone who has
ny y is called a "yqisn."

A y7ixn who is a yp> is not allowed to eat mpyIm "NV WK TY
(7,25 N9, Lev.22,4). But how does a y7isn become purified?

until he is purified”

The N3 explains that the words "until he is purified" mean that the y7ixn must
immerse himself in a mpn (ritual bath) to become pure. After he immerses himself by
day, the yqisn waits until nightfall and is then allowed to eat npym. The s (verse)
says, "NIN 1INY YD DYTRED 19 YIRS INN) NV wnwn x1," "and the sun will set and he
will have become pure, and afterward he may eat from the holy things because it is his
bread"” (1,25 N9, Lev. 22,7).

Both a y7i8n and a woman who has given birth must bring a N2> (atonement)
offering for their purification to be complete. Nevertheless, this offering is not
necessary for them to be able to eat npy m. Only immersion in a mp» by day and the
arrival of niahtfall are needed to allow them to eat this food.
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We have
learned (pg. 35)
that a woman
who gave birth
may not eat
IR until
nightfall of the
fortieth day (after giving birth to a boy) or the eightieth
day (after the birth of a girl).

"Achoo!" sneezed Asher. "It's
that time of year

again...everybody at school
gets sick!"

"Remember that nothing
happens by accident. All
illnesses and calamities
happen only because
Hashem wants them to, for
whatever reason," said Asher's
father.

"We learn this idea from the
y7i8n. Hashem makes such a
dramatic affliction come to a
yixn for speaking evil to
show that it is Hashem who
causes the affliction to come.
We must remember this in
life: No calamity comes for no
reason; it is all from Hashem."

But what about touching nnym? The 8793 says she may
not touch nmam, either. What is the source for this law?
The N3 suggests it is the g (verse) that says that

after a mother gives birth,

"yan NY vTp 922" "she may not touch anything holy™
(7,20 x9p™, Lev. 12,4). This includes touching nmn.

(vop Mxn,719N)

The x93 notes that even though touching nnyam is not

allowed, it is not as serious as eating npyn. If a woman
who has just given birth eats Ny m she receives death at
the hands of Heaven. She does not receive this
punishment for just touching npyTm.
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The Talmudic sage, xy27 once made up an
easy question and said it was x99 27 who
asked it. He did this to test his student
m>n's intelligence to see if he would notice
how easy that question really was.
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Help the v1ixn reach the nijn
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Review Questions — 0"y QT NINQ!

1. What must a yqi¥n do before being allowed to eat npyn?

do with npyn?

3. Why did xy31 lie about the source of a question to > n?
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| 2. What are two things that a woman who has just given birth may not
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