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The Torah says that a ( כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹלChief  )כֹּהֵ ןmay not marry a widow (see ויקרא
יד,כא, Lev. 21,14). But what does "a widow" mean?
There are two stages to a marriage: ירוּסין
ִ
ֵ( אbetrothal) and נִּשּׂוּאין
ִ
(marriage).
Nowadays, ירוּסין
ִ
ֵ אis performed by the groom giving the bride a ring. This
makes the couple "married" but not completely married. They become
completely married when נִּשּׂוּאין
ִ
is performed. נִּשּׂוּאין
ִ
is performed when the
bride and groom stand together under the ( חוּפָּ הwedding canopy).
What happens if the groom dies after ירוּסין
ִ
ֵ אis done but before ?נִּשּׂוּאין
ִ
Does the
bride become "a widow" and therefore not allowed to marry a  ?כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹלThe
 ִמ ְשׁנָהsays, yes. Even a woman who becomes a widow from the time of נִּשּׂוּאין
ִ
may not marry a כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹל.
The  גְּ מָ ָראis surprised by this. After all, in the Torah when ( ָתּמָ רTamar) husband
dies, she is called "a widow" only after her נִּשּׂוּאין
ִ
with her husband had been
performed. Can't this fact prove that a wife becomes a widow only after ?נִּשּׂוּאין
ִ
The  גְּ מָ ָראanswers that a  כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹלmay not marry a widow the same way he may
not marry a divorced woman. And just like a  כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹלmay not marry a divorced
woman even if she was divorced after only ירוּסין
ִ
ֵ אhad been done, so too he may
not marry a widow even if she was widowed after only ירוּסין
ִ
ֵא
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Ruins at the site of ancient Usha

Yerachmiel was looking to get married. He
asked his rabbi if he had any advice about
what to look for in a spouse.
"In the גְּ מָ ָרא, we learn that a  כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹלmay not
marry a widow. Why? So that his wife would
not have learned the views of another man
so she and the  כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹלcan live together and
make a pure home. She has never been
influenced by another man so she does not
bring foreign ideas into her relationship with
the כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹל. This shows that man and wife
should have unity about what they want to
accomplish in life. Only then will they truly
succeed as a couple."

Review Questions – נ"ט

י ְבָ מוֹת ַּדף

1. Who, in the Torah is called a widow only after שּׂוּאין
ִ ִ נּwas
performed?
_______________________________________________
2. Describe a good deed that  ַר ִבּי אֱ לִ יעֶ זֶ ר בֶּ ן ַי ֲעקֹבdid.
_______________________________________________
3. During which period in history did הוּדה הַ נּ ִָשׂיא
ָ ְ ַר ִבּי יlive?
_______________________________________________
_________

Crazy Arrows
Find the arrow that gets the  כֹּהֵ ן גָּדוֹלaway from the widow

