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The Sages were aghast. They had
sided with  בֵּ ית ִהלֵּלthat a co-wife is
not allowed to perform  יִ בּוּםwith the
living brother, but they heard that the
great scholar,  ַר ִבּי דּוֹסָ א בֶּ ן הָ ְרכִּ ינָס, had
sided with  בֵּ ית ַשׁמַּ איsaying a co-wife
may perform  יִ בּוּםwith her brotherin-law (See pg. 33 for an illustration
of this case).
The Sages wanted to express their
disagreement with  ַר ִבּי דּוֹסָ א, but his
eyesight was poor and therefore could not come to the study hall to discuss the matter.
Instead, a delegation of wise rabbis were sent to discuss the matter with ר ִבּי דּוֹסָ א.ַ They
asked  ַר ִבּי דּוֹסָ אwhat his opinion was regarding צָ ַרת הַ בַּ ת.
"The law follows בֵּ ית ִהלֵּל," said the sage, plainly.
"But we heard in your name that the law follows  "!בֵּ ית ַשׁמַּ איexclaimed the confused
rabbis.
"When you heard this in my name," said ר ִבּי דּוֹסָ א,ַ "did you hear it in the name of
' 'דּוֹסָ אor in the same of 'the son of "'?הָ ְרכִּ ינָס
 ַר ִבּי דּוֹסָ אexplained the difference.
"I have a younger brother, יוֹנָתָ ן, who is sharp and stubborn. Even when all the Sages
disagree with him, he still issues rulings against them!"  ַר ִבּי דּוֹסָ אcould very well see
his brother  יוֹנָתָ ןthe son of  הָ ְרכִּ ינָסsaying that the law follows בֵּ ית ַשׁמַּ אי, against the
opinion all of the other Sages.
"By the life of our teacher," answered the rabbis, "we heard it in the name of 'the son of
הָ ְרכִּ ינָס.'"
And so the matter was clarified.

Page 40
יבמות דף טז

Monday, October 20, 2014
כ"ו תשרי תשע"ה

You can't do much better than getting a prophet's
approval.
( חַ גַּיHaggai), one of the last prophets of the
Jewish people, declared that we may accept
converts from the city of תּ ְרמוֹד.
ַ  ַתּ ְרמוֹדis a city in
modern day Syria called Palmyra on account of
the many palm trees that once grew there.
 ַר ִבּי יוֹחָ נָןand  סַ ְבּיָאsay that  חַ גַּיthe Prophet said no
such thing. In fact, according to those scholars,
Tarmodites are not accepted as converts. Why
not?
The Tarmodites are the descendants of King
Solomon's slaves who married Jewish women and
had children who settled in Tarmod. If a slave has
a child with a Jewish woman, according to ַר ִבּי
 יוֹחָ נָןthe child is a מַ ְמזֵר, a Jew who cannot marry
into the Jewish community. Since these children
are זֵרים
ִ  מַ ְמthey and their descendants may not
convert or marry into the Jewish community.

"I can't believe that Rabbi Gustromovitz said that!"
exclaimed Chezky.
"I didn't," said Rabbi Gustromovitz . "If you've heard
that someone has done something unthinkable, don't
believe it right away. When the Sages heard that ַרבִּ י
 דּוֹסָ אsaid something unthinkable, they did not
believe it but rather asked  ַרבִּ י דּוֹסָ אhimself if he in
fact made the statement. The great Sages did not
take a strange statement for granted."
"I see what you mean. Before believing that
somebody said something unbelievable…check first!"

Review Questions – ט"ז

י ְבָ מוֹת ַּדף

1. In truth, who followed 'בֵּ ית ַשׁמַּ איs ruling?
______________________________________________________
2. Which prophet said that we may accept converts from ? ַתּ ְרמוֹד
______________________________________________________
3. What did the tribes of  עַ מּוֹןand  מוָֹאבdo while the Temple was
being destroyed?
______________________________________________________

Cross out
every
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(HINT:
RABBI)

