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 But what .(commandment) ִמְצָוה are recited before we perform a (blessings) ְּבָרכֹות

happens if we perform the same ִמְצָוה more than once? Do we recite two ְּבָרכֹות (one for 

each performance), or one blessing for the ִמְצָוה itself? 

For example, if someone recites a blessing on the ִמְצָוה of ְּתִפִּלין, puts them on for a 

while, takes them off for a while and puts them back on again. Does he make a blessing 

when putting on his ְּתִפִּלין for a second time? 

 hold (Sages) ֲחָכִמים The .ְּתִפִּלין says one recites a blessing each time he puts on his  ַרִּבי

that one recites a blessing only when putting on ְּתִפִּלין for the first time that day. 

Similarly, ַרִּבי  says one recites a 

blessing whenever one enters a סּוָּכה. 

The Sages say one recites a blessing 

only the first time one enters a סּוָּכה 

on the סּוּכֹות holiday and not again 

after that. 

ָמִרי ַרב  saw ָרָבא leave a bathroom and, 

after washing his hands, he put on his 

 again and recited a blessing ְּתִפִּלין

upon them. Similarly, ַמר זּוְטָרא saw 

ַּפִּפי ַרב  say a blessing whenever he put 

on his ְּתִפִּלין, not just once a day. 
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There he goes again, thought the class. 
Yechiel was interrupting the teacher. 
Again. Yechiel loved to interrupt Rabbi 
Hoffman mid-sentence and never really 
hear the full message of what he was 
teaching. The constant interrupting was 
starting to have a bad effect on the 
other students. Rabbi Hoffman noticed 
that they, too, were not understanding 
the material as well as they used to. 

After class, Rabbi Hoffman pulled 
Yechiel aside. 

"Yechiel," he began, "I'm so happy you 
are so eager to participate in class." 

Yechiel smiled. 

"But do you know what today's daf yomi 
says?" asked Rabbi Hoffman. "It says that 
if you listen to Torah teachings when you 
are young, you will be able to listen to 
deeper Torah teachings when you are 
older. But if you don't listen to those 
teachings when you are young – for 
example if you are always interrupting – 
you won't be able to understand Torah 
when you get older." 

"I understand," said Yechiel. "Next time I 
have a question, or something to say, I'll 
wait until you are finished speaking first!"

The ִמְצָוה (commandment) to light ֲחנּוָּכה candles was 

established by the Rabbis of the Second Temple era.  

When we light the ֲחנּוָּכה candles we recite the blessing,  

נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו, ק  ֱאֹל ה'ַאָּתה  ָּברּוְך ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשֶֽ  ינּו ֶמֶֽ
נּו ְלַהְדִליק נ ר ֶׁשל ֲחנָֻּכה ְוִצּו ָֽ   

You are blessed Hashem, Our G-d, King of the universe 

who made us holy with His commandments and 

commanded us to light the candles of Hannukah." 

The question is, if the Rabbis established this ִמְצָוה, how can 

we say that Hashem "commanded us to light the candles of 

Hannukah?" 

The ְּגָמָרא answers, that Hashem 

commands us to follow the 

commandments of the Rabbis by 

warning us in the Torah, "do not turn 

away ( ָתסּור ֹלא ) from the word that they 

will tell you" (דברים יז,יא, Deut. 

17,11). In effect, Hashem Himself is 

commanding us to light the ֲחנּוָּכה 

candles because He commanded us to 

obey the Sages who commanded us  

to light the ֲחנּוָּכה candles. 

Review Questions – ף מ"ו  סּוכָּה דַּ
 

1. According to ַרִּבי, if we repeat a ִמְצָוה do we make a 

blessing again? 

_________________________________________________ 

2. Who established the commandment to light ֲחנּוָּכה 
candles? 

_________________________________________________ 

3. Why is it important to give a child what you promised him? 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Follow the 

words 

אשר קדשנו "

 במצותיו

 to "וצונו

find your 

way out. 
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