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We have learned that a stolen לּוָלב may not be used. What about a "stolen" 

 ?סּוָּכה

If someone stole pieces of wood and built a סּוָּכה with them he must pay back 

the value of the wood but he does not have to demolish the סּוָּכה to give back 

the wood itself. The thief may then use the סּוָּכה.  

Why does the thief not have to give the actual wood back? Because he would 

have to demolish the סּוָּכה in order to do so. If a thief had to go through so 

much trouble to repent properly and pay back what he stole, he would say to 

himself, forget about it! It's too much trouble to repent! The Sages therefore 

made it easier for him to pay back what he stole by allowing him to keep the 

structure he built, but insisting he pay back the value of the stolen property. 

Once a woman came before ַרב ַנְחָמן and accused the Exilarch's servants of 

stealing her wood and building a סּוָּכה with it. ַרב ַנְחָמן ruled that she was 

entitled to the value of the wood, but the סּוָּכה did not need to be demolished 

to pay back the wood itself. 
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Our ְּגָמָרא introduces a debate about a dry לּוָלב. The 

 may לּוָלב say that a dry (Sages) ֲחָכִמים

not be used but ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה rules  

that it may. 

  argues that ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה

people from large ci- 

ties used to leave t- 

heir לּוָלִבים as an i- 

nheritance to their  

grandsons. Surely t- 

hese לּוָלִבים would ha- 

ve been dried out by the  

time the grandsons received them! 

The Sages say that this is not a proof that a  

dry לּוָלב may be used. People from large cities, who do 

not live near orchards, could not easily find moist 

  and had to rely on dry ones. Only in a time of לּוָלִבים

need were dry לּוָלִבים allowed. 

   ֶאְתרֹוג agrees that if an ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה

                     (citron) is not available  

                         one may not use a  

                              pomegranate or a  

                                 quince in its  

                                      place. Even  

                                       though one  

                                       could   

                                        argue that  

                                      such fruits  

                                   should be used  

                              if an ֶאְתרֹוג is not 

available so that the idea of taking an 

 will not be forgotten, we do not ֶאְתרֹוג

use other fruits so that one will not 

use them in the future when a true 

 .becomes available ֶאְתרֹוג

Phillip was sorry he told Ephraim's secret to everyone in the class. He went to apologize. 

"Ephraim," Phillip said taking a deep breath, "I'm really really sorry I told your secret. I just want to be friends again." 

"I forgive you," said Ephraim, "if you agree to do everything I say for a week." 

Ephraim's teacher overheard this and pulled him aside at recess.  

"We don't make it difficult for another person to repent," Ephraim's teacher said. "The Sages say if someone steals wood and builds 
a house with it, he pays back the value of the wood and does not need to demolish the house to give back the wood. If we would 
require him to go through all that trouble, he wouldn't repent at all! So we make it easy for him to do the right thing. Do you see 
what I mean?"

Review Questions – ף ל"א ה דַּ  סּוכָּ
 

1. If someone steals wood and builds a סּוָּכה with it, what 

does he pay back? 

________________________________________________ 

2. According to ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה, what kind of לּוָלב may be used if a 

regular one is not available? 

________________________________________________ 

3. According to ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה, what would kind of ֶאְתרֹוג may not 

be used? 

________________________________________________

_ 

    Can you find the ֶאְתרֹוג in the picture of 

lemons? How long did it take you? 

 


