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יטדף  סוכה  

     
 

In the days of the Talmud, reed mats were used as ְסָכְך (covering) 

for סּוּכֹות. But ְסָכְך may not be made from anything that can 

become ָטֵמא (impure). Reed mats made to lied on (like a 

mattress) could become ָטֵמא. If, however, it was made to be  

used as ְסָכְך, then it cannot become ָטֵמא and may be used as a 

 .covering סּוָּכה

What happens if a reed mat was made without any purpose in mind? 

Do we treat it like it was made to be lied upon? Or do we treat it as 

though it was made for ְסָכְך?  

Since large reed mats were 

usually used for סּוָּכה coverings, if 

they were made without any use 

in mind they may be used as ְסָכְך. 

 disagree about small mats. If ַרִּבי ֱאִליֶעֶזר and ַּתָּנא ַקָּמא

they were made without any purpose in mind, ַּתָּנא ַקָּמא 

says they may not be used as ְסָכְך while ַרִּבי ֱאִליֶעֶזר allows 

them. 

Review Questions – ף י"ט  סּוכָּה דַּ
 

1. According to the Sages, may one use a סּוָּכה with a sloping roof? 

______________________________________________________ 

2. Give an example of a mat you cannot use for ְסָכְך. 

______________________________________________________ 

3. When would the back of a סּוָּכה be valid to use? 

______________________________________________________ 

Best friends Tommy and Ethan were happy to be building 
Ethan's סּוָּכה together. It wasn't long before Ethan's little 
brother followed them outside. 
"Can I help?" asked Ethan's brother. 
"Get lost," said Ethan. "This is for big kids only." 
"Ethan," said Tommy, "don't you know by talking to your 
brother like that you're separating yourself from Hashem? 
In the ְּגָמָרא we are told we cannot sit under a tent that is 
under a סּוָּכה. The tent represents the sins we do that 
separate us from our Creator and the ְסָכְך represents 
Hashem. Our mission in life is to get as close to Hashem as 
possible. One way to do this is to act kindly towards others." 
"It's true," admitted Ethan. "I can act annoying sometimes 
but Hashem is still kind to me. Tommy?" 
"Yes, Ethan?" 
"Could you go into the house and invite my brother back? 
Maybe he can help with the decorations."  
 ( 412' עמ, חיים מקור )

 

 we are told we cannot sit under a tent that is under a ְּגָמָרא
 The tent represents the sins we do that separate us from .סּוָּכה
our Creator and the ְסָכְך represents Hashem. Our mission in 
life is to get as close to Hashem as possible. One way to do this 
is to act kindly towards others." 
"It's true," admitted Ethan. "I can act annoying sometimes but 
Hashem is still kind to me. Tommy, Could you go into the 
house and get my brother back? Maybe he can help with the 
decorations."  

 ( 412' עמ, חיים מקור )
" 
"Yes, Ethan?" 
"Could you go into the house and invite my brother back? 
Maybe he can help with the decorations."  
 ( 412' עמ, חיים מקור )

 

Change the word ROOF into MATS by changing only one 
letter at a time. Follow the clues for help. 

(slang for 'kangaroos') 

(smells bad!) 

(rodents) 
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