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We have learned that any ְסָכְך that can become ָטֵמא 

(impure) may not be used for a סּוָּכה covering. This 

applies to processed materials. For example, ַּבר ַרָּבה 

ָחָנה ַּבר  says (in the name of  יֹוָחָנןַרִּבי ) that combed 

flax cannot be used as ְסָכְך, since the process has 

begun to turn it into linen. Raw flax, however, can be 

used as ְסָכְך since it grows from the ground and has 

not been processed to be made into material. 

Foods can also become ָטֵמא and therefore may not 

be used as ַרב ְיהּוָדה.ְסָכְך says that ferns and artemisia 

herbs may be used as ְסָכְך since they are foods not fit 

to be eaten. 

 warns against using artemisia because it has a ַאַּבֵיי

very foul smell that will cause people to leave the  

 !entirely סּוָּכה    

 

Retting: Soaking 

flax stems to loosen 

the fibers 

 
Scutching: Beating 

the stems to separate 

the fibers from the 

stem 

Hackling: Fibers are 

combed to remove the 

remaining stem bits and 

to separate the long 

fibers from the short 

ones 

Spinning: The long 

soft fibers that remain 

are spun into linen 

thread 

 Artemisia – ְׁשָווְצֵרי

 Fern – ׁשּוֵׁשי

Flax Flowers 



"Hi, Doniel," said his best friend Stuart, "did you 
study for today's ֲהָלָכה (Jewish law) test?" 

"Pfff. I don't need to do that," said Doniel as he 
leaned back and put his arms behind his head. 
"My father is a rabbi. I just go to him with any 
question I have. Why bother studying?" 

"You can't just rely on your family's prominence 
or Torah knowledge," said Stuart. "That's an 
explanation of an expression in today's daf 
yomi,  ' ה ָעש ּוי ִמן ְוֹלא ַּתֲעש ֶֹ הֶֹ ', meaning,  ה  –  ַּתֲעש ֶֹ
you should study Torah yourself, ּוי ִמן ְוֹלא ָעש  הֶֹ  – 
and not rely on the Torah that has already 
been studied that you had no part in." 

"Hmmm, maybe you're right," admitted 
Doniel. "Besides, my father won't be here to 
help me during the test anyway!"  

 ( מסאסוב רובין אלעזר רבי בשם ס"הש מרגליות )
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Even though straw, 

wood and stalks are 

valid as ְסָכְך, they 

cannot be used when 

they are bundled 

together. 

At times, workers 

returning from the 

field would carry  

bundles of wood or straw on their shoulders. When 

they got home they would put these bundles on top 

of their huts to dry. When the holiday of סּוּכֹות 

would arrive, these workers would enter their huts 

and rely on these bundles to act as ְסָכְך. 

This would be a problem. Remember: ְסָכְך must be 

put atop a סּוָּכה to provide shade.  These workers 

put the bundles on top of their huts to dry – not to 

act as shade. Anyone who would sit in these huts 

wouldn't be sitting in a valid סּוָּכה! 

To avoid this mistake, the ֲחָכִמים (Sages) outlawed 

all types of bundles from being used as ְסָכְך. That 

way, no one would even think to sit in a סּוָּכה with  

      a bundle of wood or straw as its roof. 

Review Questions – ף י"ב ה דַּ  סּוכָּ
 

1. Why does ַאַּבֵיי disallow using artemisia for ְסָכְך? 

________________________________________________________ 

2. When would otherwise valid ְסָכְך be invalid? 

________________________________________________________ 

3. Would digging a hole in a haystack create a valid סּוָּכה? 

________________________________________________________ 

    

    

    

    

 

BOXED IN 

 

 

 

Copy the picture 

box by box. 

 

    

    

    

    

 


