
 

"Hey, Chaim, did you hear? I'm part of the קַדִּישָׁא חֶבְרָא  now! I help take care of the 
dead after they pass away. Hold on, I have to tell more people…Hey Ben!" 

"That's a wonderful thing," said Chaim, "but I'm not sure you should be announcing this 
task so publicly. The גְּמָרָא teaches that we should perform  ֶדחֶס , good deeds, for the 
dead quietly. It is not appropriate to work on behalf of the dead with haughtiness and 
bragging. If one attends to the dead quietly, he will be raised by Heaven!" 
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"Wait another thirty days," said רַב אַשִּׁי. "I 
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Heaven they say, 'fortunate is he who 

comes here with his learning in his hand.'" 

Before the thirtieth day was over, the 

Angel of Death returned for רַב אַשִּׁי. The 

sage asked him, "What's the rush to kill 

me?" After all, the day wasn't over. 

"The time has come," explained the Angel 

of Death, "for the son of נָתָן (  בַּר הוּנָא רַב
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the Babylonian community. In Heaven, 

the rule of one leader cannot last even a 

moment longer if another person should 

be the leader." רַב אַשִּׁי had to die to make 
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The גְּמָרָא relates how the Angel of Death could 

not take רַב חִסְדָּא since he was always learning 

Torah which protected him from death. Finally, 

the crack of a cedar tree distracted רַב חִסְדָּא and 

the Angel of Death was able to take him. 
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חכ  דף מועד קטן  

     
 

When רַב יוֹסֵף reached the age of 60, he 

made a festival for the rabbinical students 

Review Questions – ף  קָטָן מוֹעֵד דַּ
  כ"ח

 

1. What did רַב אַשִּׁי request of the Angel of Death? 

____________________________________________ 

2. At what age may a death be the result of כָּרֵת? 

____________________________________________ 

3. When visiting a mourner, what should one not do 

until the mourner does it first? 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט

         

 י כ ך ל מ ם נ ן ס

         

 ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

         

 

Use the code to find how we say… 

FORTUNATE IS HE WHO COMES HERE WITH HIS 

LEARNING IN HIS HAND 

                                                      

                                    

 


