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Burdensome activities are not allowed on
חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד. We call these activities,
"ירה
ָ ֵ"ט ְירחָ א יְ ת
ִ (extra labor). Let's say
you have two garden beds, one on a high
level and one on a low one. ַר ִבּי ִשׁ ְמעוֹן בֶּ ן
 ְמנ ְַסיָאsays, you would not be allowed to
draw water from the lower level and
bring it up to the high level because this
is ירה
ָ ֵט ְירחָ א יְ ת,
ִ a burdensome activity.
Sometimes, even an activity that isn't
burdensome is not allowed on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד
unless it is done for  חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ דor Festival
use. For example, a  ְבּ ַריְ תָ אteaches that
on  חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ דone may draw water in a
way that isn't burdensome to water
vegetables to eat on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד, or on a
Festival. One may not water vegetables
on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד, even in a way that is not
burdensome, if one wants to grow them
or improve them for picking after חוֹל
 הַ מּוֹעֵ דis over.
Once on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד,  ָר ִבינָאand ַרבָּ ה
תּוֹספָ ָאה
ְ
were walking when they saw a
man who was drawing water with a pail
and watering a vegetable patch.
"That man should be excommunicated!"
exclaimed תּוֹספָ ָאה
ְ
 ַרבָּ הwho thought the
man was doing something that was not
allowed.
 ָר ִבינָאtaught תּוֹספָ ָאה
ְ
 ַרבָּ הthe  ְבּ ַריְ תָ אthat
says one may draw water for vegetables
in order to eat them on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד.

and watering a vegetable patch.
"That man should be excommunicated!"
exclaimed תּוֹספָ ָאה
ְ
 ַרבָּ הwho thought the
man was doing something that was not
allowed.
 ָר ִבינָאtaught תּוֹספָ ָאה
ְ
 ַרבָּ הthe  ְבּ ַריְ תָ אthat
says one may draw water for vegetables
in order to eat them on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד.
Perhaps the man was planning to eat the
produce on  חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ דand was doing
nothing wrong!
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On חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד, one is allowed to clear out a
water source that is
blocked. This is a
public need
( )צָ ְרכֵי ַר ִבּיםand so
it may be tended to
on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד.

 ַרב אַ ִשּׁיallowed the people of  מָ תָ א ְמחַ ְסיָאto
clear away a
sandbank that was
in the middle of
the בּוּרנִ יץ
ְ river
(some say he
allowed them to
widen a hole in
the sandbank to
let the water flow
through better.)

 אַ בַּ יֵיallowed the
people in the area of
 בַּ ר הַ ְמ ָדְּךto clear out a
river into which dirt and
"Since the public drinks from the river,"
pebbles had fallen (some say they wanted to
said רב אַ ִשּׁי,ַ "it is a public need to clear it
clear out branches of trees that were growing
and one may work for a public need on חוֹל
in it). Similarly,  ַר ִבּי יִ ְר ְמיָהallowed the people
הַ מּוֹעֵ ד."
of  ְסכַוְ ָתּאto dig away at a part of a river that
was clogged.
 ַרב אַ ִשּׁיallowed the people of "מָ תָ א ְמחַ ְסיָאItocan't believe Dr. Epstenbaum leaves the prayer service early every
day," said Uri. "It's so disrespectful."
clear away a sandbank that was in the middle
'em!
"Maybe he's on call at the hospital," suggested Uri's little brother, "and
of theFind
בּוּרנִ יץ
ְ river
(some say he allowed them
needs to leave right away to help patients. In that case, it's a  ִמצְ וָהfor
We may clean out junk from a river on חוֹל
to
widen
a
hole
in
the
sandbank
to
let
the
him to leave early."
הַ מּוֹעֵד. Clean these things from the river
water flow through better.)
"That's true," agreed Uri's father. "Don't jump to conclusions that he is
"Since the public drinks from the river," said
doing something wrong. In daf yomi we learn that  ָרבִ ינָאdefended a
רב אַ ִשּׁי,ַ "it is a public need to clear it andman
onewho was watering his vegetable garden on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵד. Watering
vegetables to eat after  חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵדis not allowed, but perhaps, suggested
may work for a public need on חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵ ד."
רבִ ינָא,ָ the man planned to eat the vegetables on  חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵדitself.
Watering vegetables in such a case is allowed. We learn that when we
see someone doing something that could be interpreted as good or bad,
we should interpret it in the person's favor."

Review Questions –

'מוֹעֵ ד ָקטָ ן ַּדף ד

1. When may one water vegetables on ?חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵד
______________________________________________________
2. Why did  אַ בַּ יֵיallow a sandbank to be cleared from the middle of
the river on ?חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵד
______________________________________________________

 Shoe

 Fork
 Crown
 Snake

 Spoon
 Saw
 Paper clip
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3. When may reaping be done on the Sabbath?
______________________________________________________

