
 

"Harry, can my cousin stay at your house for a few days?" 

"Sure! After all, inviting and feeding guests in one's home is 
such an important thing that it atones for one's sins just like 
the Altar did in the Holy Temple."

  1     v   

 

 .is a place where souls are punished after they perish from this world (Gehenna) ֵּגיִהֹּנם

 .is usually described as being very hot ֵּגיִהֹּנם

ַאָּבהּו ַרִּבי  says in the name of ֱאִליֶעֶזר ַרִּבי  that the fire of ֵּגיִהֹּנם has no effect on Torah 

scholars. 

We can see this is true if we consider the case of the ָסָלַמְנְּדָרא, a creature created from a 

fire that has been left burning in one spot for seven years.  A ָסָלַמְנְּדָרא is created from 

fire, and yet, if one covers oneself with its blood, we are told fire cannot affect his 

body. Then all the more so, Torah scholars who burn with an inner fire, will not be 

affected by the fires of ֵּגיִהֹּנם. 

ָלִקיׁש ֵריׁש  says that the fires of ֵּגיִהֹּנם do not affect some types of Jewish sinners. We see 

this from the ַהָּזָהב ִמְזַּבח , the Golden Altar, which was in the ֵּבית ַהִּמְקָּדׁש (Holy 

Temple).  It was very thin, barely the thickness of a golden coin, but for years fire 

burned on top of it without  wearing it out. All the more so, Jewish people who, even 

if they sin, are full of ִמְצֹות (commandments) like a pomegranate is filled with seeds, 

all the more so will not be worn by ֵּגיִהֹּנם fires. 
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כז דף חגיגה  

     
 

ַאָּבהּוַרִּבי   led the rabbinical academy at Caesarea, a coastal 

city known for its Roman aqueducts 

Review Questions – ף  ֲחִגיָגה זכ"דַּ  
 

1. Name someone who is protected from the fires of 

 .ֵּגיִהֹּנם

___________________________________________ 

2. What is a famous saying of ַאָּבהּו ַרִּבי ? 

___________________________________________ 

3. Now that the ֵּבית ַהִּמְקָּדׁש (Holy Temple) is gone, 

what atones for one's sins? 

___________________________________________

___________ 

Write the Hebrew letter for each number and find… 

A CREATURE 

60 30 40 50 04 200 01  


