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Usually, we are not encouraged to test Hashem. But
there is one area where testing Hashem is allowed.

WORD oF THE DAY:

S\ PoRD)
»n¥> »a7 teaches that by donating ~yn, or "tithes" "WAS REMovED™
(a portion of your money given to Levites and to the
poor) one becomes rich. This is known from the
Torah's commandment to donate qiwyn — " Ty
Jwyn," meaning, "If you tithe you will tithe again™
(see 25,7 o7, Deut. 14,22.) By donating tithes
you will be awarded extra produce allowing you to

tithe again.

A child once asked yn¥> »a7 how he knew this was
really true. yyn¥> >a7 told the boy to try it himself —
separate tithes and watch your wealth grow!

"But are you allowed to test Hashem?" asked the
boy. "Doesn't the Torah say, ‘Do not test Hashem?"
(see 1,y 27, Deut. 6,16).

"Tithes are different," said yni> »27. One is allowed
to tithe just to see if Hashem will reward him for it.

After all, in the Book of »oxon (0,3, Malachi 3:10)
Hashem orders all tithes be brought to a storehouse.
Hashem encourages the Jewish people to test His
reliability through this. When this is done, says §
Hashem, He will cause limitless blessings. Y
The x93 asks what is meant by "limitless 4 '? il
blessings." xnn 92’7 (in the name of 217) says, this \ i}q;” | A rainy day
means that there will be so much blessing that \ ) ;;3;, oo dreatas
people will wear out their lips from saying, heavens and earth were
"Enough already! Enough!" created.
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The N1y teaches that the Jewish people were given three excellent leaders: nyin (Moses),
ynx (Aaron) and o (Miriam). Because of them, three excellent gifts were given to the
Jewish people while they journeyed in the desert: The Well which provided water in the
desert, the Pillar of Cloud which surrounded the Jewish people during their travels,
flattening land and destroying harmful reptiles and the miraculous y» (manna) food which
provided nourishment. The Well was given in the merit of oy, the Pillar of Cloud in the
merit of Yy and the yo in the merit of nwin.

When oyn died, the Well disappeared but returned in the merits of yonx and nwir. When
yox died, the Pillar of Cloud went away but came back in nvia's merit. But when nvi
passed away, all three gifts disappeared forever.

How did nwia merit to have all three gifts? The x93 explains that since he prayed for many
people, he is considered to have the merit of many people!

A"MTH"Moment

"Good morning, sir," said the boy at the man's door. "I'm
collecting money to help poor people in this city and was
wondering if you would care to make a contribution."

"Aren't you the kid who was raising money for the Jewish
school?" asked the man. "Forget it! If | keep giving charity
to all these causes, I'll become poor!"

"Actually,” the boy said, "you don't lose any money by
giving charity. In fact, today's X103 teaches us that you
can give charity in order to become rich. We have a
tradition that by giving charity, we are actually given
more wealth."

Review Questions — "0 9T NyYn

1. Which commandment may we do to test Hashem?

2. Which three gifts were given to the Jewish people in the desert?

3. What is arainy day as great as?




