
1     v  

Everyone knows rain can spoil a picnic but it can also spoil a meal 

in the סוּכָּה. 

If you are eating in a סוּכָּה and it starts to rain hard enough to ruin 

a meal of porridge, you can leave and finish your meal indoors. 

Even if the rain stops while you are eating inside, you do not have 

to return to the סוּכָּה to finish your meal (Note: These rules may 

not apply to the meal eaten on the first night of the festival). 

Similarly, if someone is sleeping in a סוּכָּה and it starts to rain, he 

may leave the סוּכָּה and sleep indoors. Even if the rain stops in the 

middle of the night and he wakes up, he doesn't need to return to 

the סוּכָּה to continue sleeping. 

The גְּמָרָא explains that when it rains during the סוּכּוֹת holiday, it is 

similar to a servant who brings his master a pitcher of water and 

the master throws the water in his servant's face saying, "I don't 

want you to serve me!" Similarly, the Jewish people (the 

"servants") are showing Hashem we want to sit in a סוּכָּה but 

Hashem (the "master") causes it to rain ("throws the water in the 

servant's face"). 

 All year long Dovid had been saving up 
his money to buy a new bicycle. Today 
was the day he would finally buy one! As 
he waiting in the synagogue lobby for his 
Abba to pick him up from his bar mitzvah  
lesson, a poster caught his eye: 

HELP THE NEEDY OF ISRAEL! GIVE $18 
TODAY AND FEED A NEEDY FAMILY! 

Dovid heard the car honk and ran out. 

 "So," said his Abba, "ready to go?" 

"Well I was," Dovid said uneasily. "But I   
   saw this poster in the shul about feeding 
poor families in Israel for just $18. I feel 
really badly when I think of those hungry 
people. But if I give $18 of my money, I 
won't be able to get the bike I wanted!" 

poor families in Israel for just $18. I feel 
really sad for those hungry people. But if I 
give $18 of my money, I won't be able to 
get the bike I wanted!" 

"Hmm, that's quite the dilemma," his 
Abba sympathized. "Let me tell you 
something the great sage, the Chofetz 
Chaim said. Today's daf yomi tells us that 
there are four reasons why someone loses 
money. Doing a מִצְוָה is not one of them. 
You will never lose out by spending money 
to do a מִצְוָה. Sure, you may have less 
money for a while, but Hashem will make 
sure you haven't 'lost' it and you will be 
able to buy the bike you wanted if 
Hashem would have let you buy it 
before."  

sure you haven't 'lost' it forever. You will 
be able to buy the bike you wanted if 
Hashem would have let you buy it 
before."  

"That makes me feel better about making 
the decision," Dovid said. "Maybe we 
should hold off on our trip to the bike 
store…for at least a little while longer!" 

( יט פרק חסד אהבת )
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טכדף  סוכה  

     

 

The first מִשְׁנָה of the third chapter of tractate סוּכָּה teaches us 

the conditions that disqualify a לוּלָב (palm branch) from use: 

 

    יָבֵשׁ     נִקְטַם רֹאשׁוֹ    שְׁלשָׁה טְפָחִים     אֲשֵׁרָה  נִפְרְצוּ עָלָיו

 

 

 

 

 

 (Cut Top)  נִקְטַם רֹאשׁוֹ
 (Three Handbreadths) שְׁלשָׁה טְפָחִים

A dried-out לוּלָב 

is not ר  (valid) כָּשֵׁׁ

because the 

Torah commands 

that it be 

"beautiful." 

A לוּלָב taken from 

an רָה  tree (a אֲשֵׁׁ

tree that has been 

worshipped) may 

not be used. 

A לוּלָב whose 

top has been 

cut off is not 

"beautiful" as 

the Torah 

commands. 

A לוּלָב whose leaves 

have fallen off and 

can only reattach if 

they are tied to the 

 "is not "beautiful ,לוּלָב

and therefore cannot 

be used. 

A לוּלָב less than 4 טְפָחִים 

(handbreadths) tall (about 

14 in, or 36 cm) is not valid. 

This is to allow 3 טְפָחִים for 

the לוּלָב itself and an extra 

 that can (handbreadth) טֶפַח

be shaken when it is used. 

Review Questions   

ף ה דַּ כ"ט סוּכָּ  
 

1. What is rain during סוּכּוֹת compared to? 

______________________________________ 

2. Name two things that make a לוּלָב not valid. 

______________________________________ 

3. Give a reason why homeowners' property 

loses value. 

______________________________________ 

 

Match the words with their pictures 


