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   We learned (pg. 43) about the 

four rabbis who entered the פַּרְדֵּס. 

One of the rabbis, אֲבוּיָה בֶּן אֱלִישָׁע , 

became a heretic known as "אַחֵר" 

("the other one"). 

His student,  

 would become ,רַבִּי מֵאִיר

one of the greatest rabbis 

of his generation. He did 

not accept that his teacher 

had strayed. 

"So you, too, should return to your 

Torah ways!" exclaimed  ַבִּי מֵאִירר . 

But אַחֵר thought it was too late for 

him. 

"I have already heard them say [in 

Heaven] everyone can 

repent…except for אַחֵר," said אַחֵר. 

When אַחֵר died, there was a stir in 

Heaven. On one hand, he could 

not be sent to be punished in גֵהִינֹּם 

since he involved himself in the 

study of Torah which protects one 

from such punishment. On the 

other hand, אַחֵר clearly could not 

enter the World to Come because 

of his great sin.  

 be אַחֵר suggested רַבִּי מֵאִיר

cleansed of his sins first in גֵהִינֹּם 

and then be allowed into the 

World to Come. 

After he had strayed from the  

path of Torah, אַחֵר remarked to רַבִּי מֵאִיר, "just 

as gold or glass vessels can be fixed if they 

break, so too a Torah scholar who sours can 

repent and be fixed." 

"So you, too, should return to your Torah 

ways!" exclaimed  ַבִּי מֵאִירר . 

But אַחֵר thought it was too late for him. 

"I have already heard them say [in Heaven]   

everyone can repent…except for אַחֵר," 

said אַחֵר. 

When אַחֵר died, there was a stir in Heaven. 

On one hand, he could not be sent to be 

punished in גֵהִינֹּם since he involved himself in 

the study of Torah which protects one from 

such punishment. On the other hand, אַחֵר 

clearly could not enter the World to Come 

because of his great sin.  

 be cleansed of his sins אַחֵר suggested רַבִּי מֵאִיר

When אַחֵר died, there was a stir in   

   Heaven. On one hand, he could  

   not be sent to be punished   

in גֵהִינֹּם since he  

         involved himself  

  in the study  

     of Torah  

which protects 

one from such  

   punishment. On the other 

hand, אַחֵר clearly could not enter the 

World to Come because of his great sin.  

 be cleansed of אַחֵר suggested רַבִּי מֵאִיר

his sins first in גֵהִינֹּם and then be 

allowed into the World to Come. 

When רַבִּי מֵאִיר died, smoke rose from 

 s grave showing he had entered'אַחֵר

 died, the smoke רַבִּי יוֹחָנָן When .גֵהִינֹּם

stopped rising showing that אַחֵר had 

been accepted into the World to Come. 

 

 be cleansed of his אַחֵר suggested רַבִּי מֵאִיר

sins first in גֵהִינֹּם and then be allowed into 

the World to Come. 

When רַבִּי מֵאִיר died, smoke rose from אַחֵר's 

grave showing he had entered גֵהִינֹּם. When 

 died, the smoke stopped rising רַבִּי יוֹחָנָן

showing that אַחֵר had been accepted into 

the World to Come. 

 

"Hey Sruli," said Kalman, "don't eat that chocolate bar; it has a kosher symbol you don't follow." 

"Thanks for warning me, Kalman, but why do you care?" asked Sruli. "You follow that kosher symbol, so why would you 
want to protect me from eating it." 

"Well, the גְּמָרָא says that even though אַחֵר didn't keep the Sabbath, he did not want רַבִּי מֵאִיר to violate it and warned him 
not to go beyond the Sabbath boundary. We see from here that just because someone doesn't follow a commandment, it 
doesn't mean they shouldn't look out for people who do." 
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טודף  חגיגה  

     

 

If a Torah teacher is 
similar to an angel, one 
should seek to learn 
Torah from him. If not, 
one should not seek 

Torah from him.

Why do some good people turn sour? 

The Talmudic scholar שְׁמוּאֵל once came across רַב יְהוּדָה 

leaning against a doorway, crying. 

"Sharp one," said שְׁמוּאֵל, referring to רַב יְהוּדָה's sharp 

mind, "why are you crying?" 

 explained he was worried about his future רַב יְהוּדָה

as a Torah scholar. After all, דּוֹאֵג (Doeg) who was 

King Saul's advisor and אֲחִיתוֹפֶל (Ahitophel) who 

was once King David's advisor, were both highly 

regarded Torah sages, and yet we are taught that 

they have no share in the World to Come because 

of their great sins. 

"What will come of us?" asked a worried רַב יְהוּדָה. 

How could anyone be sure they wouldn't sin? 

"Sharp one," answered שְׁמוּאֵל, "they were always 

evil in their hearts from their earliest days. But 

your heart is pure." רַב יְהוּדָה therefore did not have 

to worry.  

Indeed, the גְּמָרָא explains that אַחֵר strayed from 

Torah because he was always singing light-hearted 

Greek melodies which showed he didn't take the 

destruction of the ׁבֵּית הַמִּקְדָּש (Holy Temple) 

seriously. 

Sound out the pictures to find the 

names of these 4 famous rabbis 

 

Review Questions – ף  חֲגִיגָה ו"טדַּ  
 

1. What was אַחֵר's real name? 

______________________________________________________ 

2. Why did דּוֹאֵג and אֲחִיתוֹפֶל stray from the path of Torah? 

______________________________________________________ 

3. When should one seek Torah from a teacher? 

______________________________________________________ 


