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Two of the most difficult passages of the Torah are 

ה  אִׁשיתַמֲעש ֵֹ ְּברֵֹ  (Account of Creation) and ה ֶמְרָּכָבה  ַמֲעש ֵֹ

(Account of the Chariot. אִׁשית ה ְּברֵֹ  that ְּבַרְיָתא is a ַמֲעש ֵֹ

discusses the details of the world's creation.  ה ַמֲעש ֵֹ

אל explaining the prophet ְּבַרְיָתא is a ֶמְרָּכָבה  s'ְיֶחְזקֵֹ

(Ezekiel) vision of four angels carrying the throne of 

Hashem's glory. 

These texts are very difficult to understand. ַאִמי ַרִּבי  

says that one may not learn them at all unless one is: 1) 

at least fifty years old; 2) respected; 3) an adviser; 4) a 

teacher of the wise; 5) one who understands secrets. 

Once, ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן offered to teach ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר about  ה ַמֲעש ֵֹ

 .ֶמְרָּכָבה

"I'm not old enough," said ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר. 

When ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר became old enough and ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן had 

passed away, ַאִּסי ַרב  offered to teach him ה ֶמְרָּכָבה   .ַמֲעש ֵֹ

ה  refused. "If I was meant to learn ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר ַמֲעש ֵֹ

 I would have merited to learn" ,ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר said ",ֶמְרָּכָבה

it from ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ." 

ף ה ֶמְרָּכָבה had learned ַרב יֹוסֵֹ  and elders of the ַמֲעש ֵֹ

school at ּפּוְמְּבִדיָתא had learned אִׁשית ה ְּברֵֹ  The .ַמֲעש ֵֹ

elders of ּפּוְמְּבִדיָתא asked ף ה  to teach them ַרב יֹוסֵֹ ַמֲעש ֵֹ

ף .ֶמְרָּכָבה  agreed, but only if they would teach ַרב יֹוסֵֹ

him אִׁשית ה ְּברֵֹ  The elders agreed but when it was .ַמֲעש ֵֹ

ף ה  s turn to teach'ַרב יֹוסֵֹ ֶמְרָּכָבהַמֲעש ֵֹ  he refused. ף  ַרב יֹוסֵֹ

saw that the elders did not have all the traits needed to 

understand this topic. 



It is difficult to imagine the נַּ"ְך  (Bible) תַּ

without the book of  ְיֶחְזֵקאל (Ezekiel). But the 

truth is, that volume came very close to not 

being included. 

There are many difficult verses in the book of 

 some of which seem to contradict the ,ְיֶחְזֵקאל

Torah if they are read casually. The Sages 

wanted to withdraw the book from ַַּנ ְך"תַּ  and 

hide all existing copies. The ְּגָמָרא tells us of 

ְנָיה ִחְזִקָּיהֶַּבןֲַחנַּ  who secluded himself in a 

private chamber with three hundred barrels of 

oil to provide him with light. There. He 

studied the book of Ezekiel and explained 

how the verses do not, in fact, contradict the 

Torah. 

Another time, a child was studying one of the 

more difficult verses in ְיֶחְזֵקאל when a fire 

came and consumed him. Because of this, the 

Sages once again wanted to remove the book 

from נַּ"ְך  In the end, the book remained in .תַּ

place since grownups are mature enough to 

study the book without harm. 

"That's a very good question, Shaul" said Rabbi 
Ben Charash. "I have to admit I don't know the 
answer to it." 

"How could you not know the answer?" wondered 
Shaul. "Aren't you the teacher?" 

"People aren't smart enough to understand 
everything," said Rabbi Ben Charash. "בַיֹוֵסף  felt רַּ
that even the elders of ּפּוְמְּבִדיָתא were not 
qualified to study הֶַמְרָּכָבה ֲעש ֵ  We all have limits .מַּ
and some subjects are just beyond even the 
greatest people's understanding." 
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יגדף  חגיגה  

     
 

Follow the phrase " ה ְרָּכָבה ַמֲעש ֶֹ ה, מֶֹ ְּבֵראִׁשית ַמֲעש ֶֹ " to find your way out! 

Review Questions – גי"ַדף  ֲחִגיָגה  
 

1. What do הֶַמְרָּכָבה ֲעש ֵ הְַּבֵראִׁשית and מַּ ֲעש ֵ  ?mean מַּ

____________________________________________________ 

2. Which book was almost removed from נַּ"ְך  ?תַּ

____________________________________________________ 

3. To whom may Torah not be taught? 

____________________________________________________

__ 


