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There is a disagreement between בֵּית שַׁמַּאי and 

 burnt) עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה about the cost of the בֵּית הִלֵּל

offering of appearance) and חֲגִיגָה offering which 

men must bring to the Temple three times a year. 

 must be worth at least עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה say the בֵּית שַׁמַּאי

two silver מָעוֹת (coins) and the חֲגִיגָה offering 

must be worth at least one silver מָעָה. 

 may be עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה say the opposite; the בֵּית הִלֵּל

worth as little as one silver מָעָה, but the חֲגִיגָה 

offering must be worth at least two silver מָעוֹת. 

It seems that בֵּית שַׁמַּאי hold the עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה is more 

important than the חֲגִיגָה offering, but why? The 

 is עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה explains that since the גְּמָרָא

completely burned on the מִזְבֵּח (Altar) it is more 

important than the חֲגִיגָה offering which is eaten 

by its owner and כֹּהֲנִים.  

Why then does בֵּית הִלֵּל seem to hold that the חֲגִיגָה 

offering is more important than the עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה? 

The חֲגִיגָה offering was brought by the Jewish 

people even before the Torah was given on Mount 

Sinai when the youths are sent to offer חֲגִיגָה 

offerings (see שמות כד,ה, Ex. 24,5). 



הַגְּלִילִי יוֹסֵי רַבִּי   says that there are three offerings the Jewish people must bring when they go up to 

the הַמִּקְדָּשׁ בֵּית  (Holy Temple) for a Festival: 

1) The עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה (burnt offering of appearance) 

2) The חֲגִיגָה שַׁלְמֵי  (peace offering of celebration) 

3) The מְחָה שַׁלְמֵי ש ִ  (peace offering of joy) 

See below to learn about the differences between these offerings. 
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 It was the end of the שָׁבוּעוֹת festival and the synagogue was full for the evening prayers.  

Rabbi Morgenfeld was surprised to see his six-year-old student, Shloimie, at the services. Tomorrow was a school day and the 
young boy would be tired if he was up the previous night at such a late hour. 

"I learned something in daf yomi," said Rabbi Morgenfeld to the boy's father. " חַנָּה   (Hannah) did not bring her child up to 
Jerusalem for the holidays until he was weaned. Even though little kids go up to the Temple for the festivals, חַנָּה knew it was 
more important to take care of a really small child than for the child to go up to the Temple. When it comes to young 
children…sometimes coming for prayers isn't the most important thing."

 

Festival Burnt Offering 

 
Joy Peace Offering 

 

 
Celebration Peace Offering 

 May be either:   A 

bull, male sheep,  

male goat, turtle-

doves or young 

pigeon 

 Completely burned on the 

Altar 

 

 Brought before Hashem 

"spoke" on Mount Sinai 

 

 May be either:   A 

bull, cow, male  or 

female sheep,  or 

goat 

 

 May be either:   

A bull, cow, male  

or female sheep,  

or goat 

 Both men and women 

participate in this offering 

 

Review Questions – ף  חֲגִיגָה 'ודַּ  
 

1. Why does בֵּית הִלֵּל say an עוֹלַת רְאִיָּה is not as important as a חֲגִיגָה 

offering? 

______________________________________________________ 

2. Which three offerings does one bring on the three Festivals? 

______________________________________________________ 

3. Where were the major details of the Torah's commandments 

taught to ה  ?מ שֶׁׁ

______________________________________________________ 


